Structural and functional cardiac abnormalities during chronic kidney disease
Cardiovascular diseases are the leading cause of death in people with chronic kidney disease (CKD). These involve the whole structure and function of the heart, so the clinical presentation varies from chronic heart failure to arrhythmias and even sudden death, having a significant impact on the patient’s quality of life and a high cost for health services. The origin of these cardiovascular alterations is ample, involving the traditional and non-traditional cardiovascular risk factors, as well as systemic changes that cause the progressive loss of the glomerular filtration rate. The identification of cardiovascular alterations during the course of the CKD has become important in the clinical setting, and there is a wide field of research regarding treatment interventions, many of which have not been fully established up to date.